By the law of election of 1830, any Frenchman who was thirty years of age, and contributed 500 francs a year directly, in taxes, was eligible as a deputy.    When  the law was  made   Balzac was thirty-one, and paid the requisite amount; he therefore determined, in spite of his enormous output of literary work at this time, to  add the career of a deputy to his labours ; and in April, 1831, he wrote to ask for the assistance of the General Baron de Pommereul, with whom he had been staying at Fougeres, collecting material for " Les Chouans," while at the same time he worked up the country politically.    His manifesto, at this period, is found in   the   "Enquete   sur   la   Politique   des   Deux Ministeres," * in which he calls the Government a " monarchic tempe're par les emeutes," objects to the   "juste  milieu"   observed   by the   Ministers; and while bringing forward, with apparent impartiality, the advantages of the two courses of peace and war, very evidently longs for France to take the battlefield again, to obtain what he considers her natural frontier, that of the Rhine.    He also enters  con amore  into  the   details   of raising  a 'Napoleonic  army, and of establishing the system of the Landwehr in France.    A very remarkable passage   in  this  manifesto is that on the Press; by which, he says, the Government is terrorised. With  extraordinary penetration,  he  advises that
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